Erno Dino Ulcigrai Menis.
Born in Isola Ístria, northeastern Italy, on the Adriatic Sea, on October 10, 1935, Erno Dino Ulcigrai Menis was the son of Nicola Ulcigrai and Stela Menis. His father was a fisherman, and his mother worked in a tomato paste factory.

In his youth, Erno was a passionate football player known for his speed and powerful right kick, making him highly sought after. His education was basic, with a focus on accounting.

As Europe was devastated by World War II, Erno decided to emigrate to Costa Rica. He embarked on the Transatlantic Etna with his brother Giordano Ulcigrai Menis, sister-in-law Livia Dandri Vascoto, and nephew Gianpaolo Ulcigrai Dandri, along with other Italians seeking a new life. They sailed from Genoa to the Americas, crossing the Panama Canal and heading to Puntarenas. From there, they continued to Golfito, taking the train of the United Fruit Co. to Ciudad Neilly and then to San Vito in a Jeep.

Upon arriving in San Vito in 1955, Erno began working at SICA (Sociedad Italiana de Colonización Agraria), where he served as a secretary and supported Don Ugo Sansonetti. He also acquired a farm financed by SICA through yearly payments, venturing into coffee cultivation. In his spare time, he collaborated with Father Umberto Melloni, providing support in the church's accounting and mosaic factory.

In 1958, Erno met and fell in love with Elizabeth Abarca Laurito, known as Bety. Bety was the daughter of Eduardo Abarca Calderón and Lilian Laurito Campos, and sister to Luis Eduardo Abarca Laurito. Don Eduardo, called by Don Vito Sansonetti and Alessandro Poma, worked in coffee plantation and processing, given his experience in Monte Redondo de Aserrí. After a five-year courtship, Erno and Bety got married. They built their home on Trieste Street, now C.C. La Colonia.

Erno played as a forward for Real San Vito, one of the best or possibly the best team in the Southern Zone, feared by other teams for its top-tier lineup. Fondly nicknamed "Pata de Queso," Erno once startled an opponent's goalkeeper. Receiving a pass in the lower zone, he sprinted at top speed—one of his remarkable skills. Just a few meters from the goal, he shouted "goal" without taking the shot. After this distraction, he scored, securing a victory for Real San Vito. When asked why he celebrated before scoring, Erno explained that such expressions unsettled and distracted the goalkeeper, increasing the chances of scoring.

In the 1960s, SICA closed its operations, and Erno continued working for CASI (Compañía Agrícola Industrial del Sur). Owners Luigi Laurencich and Alessandro Poma built the Beneficio, now J.Orlich, located by the Rio Java. Erno served as the Administrator for 25 years, working closely with coffee farmers in the Coto Brus Canton. Despite challenging conditions like rough roads, those years witnessed significant coffee production and progress.

Erno Dino passed away on December 21, 2010, and currently, Doña Bety resides at Finca La Istriana in Sabalito de Coto Brus. They have three children: Mónica Ulcigrai Abarca, currently residing in the United States; Roberto Ulcigrai Abarca in San José, and Carlo Umberto Ulcigrai Abarca in Sabalito de Coto Brus.






